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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The applicant's amendment filed 2/16/07 has been considered. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 
8-14, 16-17, 19, 30-31 are presented for examination. Claims 3, 6-7, 15, 18, and 20-29 
have been canceled. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1,4-5, 9, 11-13, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Paterson et al„ U.S. Patent No. 6,412, 042. 

As per claim 1 , Paterson teaches a method of writing information to a storage 

device, the method, implemented in the storage device comprising: 

«» 

receiving a dual write command to write information to the storage device (e.g., 
col. 1 1 , line 60 to col. 12, line 20 ); 

determining two locations to write the information (e.g., col. 1 1 , line 60 to col. 12, 
line 20); 

performing a single reading of the information to be written into a read buffer 
(e.g., col.11, line 60 to col. 12, line 20 ); 

writing the information to both of the two locations based on the single reading of 
the information (e.g., col. 1 1 , line 60 to col. 12, line 20 ); 



Application/Control Number: 10/621 ,149 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2185 

wherein the read buffer of the storage device is not cleared between the writing 
of the information to both of the two locations (e.g., col. 1 1 , line 60 to col. 12, line 20 ); 

wherein one of the two locations is within a reserve area of the storage device 
(i.e., one of the two area stored for future use, e.g., col. 11, line 60 to col. 12, line 20); 
and 

wherein the reserve area is a protected area that is protected from access by a 
hosj command (i.e., one of two areas is protected from retrieve data by host command 
until the other one has an error e.g., col. 11, lines 15-25; col. 18, lines 25-65 and et 
seq.) and a user is inherently taught by Paterson because a host command or 
instruction is generated by a user or a host is controlled by a user. 

As per claims 4, 9, and 11-13, Paterson teaches the information to be read being 
associated with a write command designated a dual write operation (e.g., col. 11, line 
60 to col. 12, line 20) and a bit flag is inherently taught by Paterson because in a 
computer system, a command or data is recognized by a bit flag, such as a write bit 
flag; the storage device comprising a disk drive (e.g., fig. 1 , el. 10); the information is 
written to both of the locations during a same write cycle (e.g., col. 12, lines 1-20); the 
two locations comprise a first location and a second location based, the second location 
being upon a calculation performed on the first location (i.e., selecting the second 
location being upon comparing access time or error performed on the first location; e.g., 
col. 8, lines 50-60; col. 18, lines 35-45); and writing the information to both locations 
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comprises writing the information to a plurality of locations comprising both locations 
and at least one additional location (e.g., col. 14, line 55 to col. 15, line 20). 

As per claim 30, Paterson teaches a method of writing information to a storage 
device, the method, implemented in the storage device comprising: 

receiving a dual write command to write information to the storage device (e.g., 
col. 11, line 60 to col. 12, line 20 ); 

determining two locations to write the information (e.g., col. 1 1 , line 60 to col. 12, 
line 20); 

performing a single reading of the information to be written into a read buffer 
(e.g., col.11, line 60 to col. 12, line 20 ); 

writing the information to both of the two locations based on the single reading of 
the information (e.g., col. 11, line 60 to col. 12, line 20 ); 

wherein the read buffer is not cleared between the writing of the information to 
both of the two locations (e.g., col. 1 1 , line 60 to col. 1 2, line 20 ); and 

wherein the information to be read contains a header designating a dual write 
operation (i.e., a write command is a header of data segment, e.g., fig. 12, el. 140; col. 
11, line 60 to col. 12, line 20); and a file system (e.g., col. 14, line 37). 

Claim 5, Paterson teaches the information to be read contains a header 
designating a dual write operation (i.e., a write command is a header of data segment, 
e.g., fig. 12, el. 140; col. 11, line 60 to col. 12, line 20); and a file system (e.g., col. 14, 
line 37). 
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4. Claims 2, 8 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claims 14, 16-17, 19 and 31 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 2/16/07have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

7. In the remarks, the applicant argued that Paterson does not teach that one of the 
two locations to which the information to be written is within a reserve area of the 
storage device, wherein the reserve area is a protected area that is protected from 
access by a user. 

The examiner disagreed with the applicant's argument because Paterson 
teaches wherein one of the two locations is within a reserve area of the storage device 
(i.e., one of the two area stored data for future use, e.g., col. 11, line 60 to col. 12, line 
20); and wherein the reserve area is a protected area that is protected from access by a 
host command (i.e., one of two areas is protected from retrieve data by host command 
until the other one has an error e.g., col. 11, lines 15-25; col. 18, lines 25-65 and et 
seq.) and a user is inherently taught by Paterson because a host command or 
instruction is generated by a user or a host is controlled by a user. 
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8. In the remarks, the applicant argued that Paterson does not teach that the 
information to be read contains a header designating a dual write operation because the 
write command is distinct from the data segment and not contained in the information to 
be read. 

The examiner disagreed with the applicant argument. The claimed language 
does not require the write command and the data segment to be transmitted at the 
same time; therefore, Paterson teaches the information to be read is the write command 
and the data segment or the information to be read contains a header designating a 
dual write operation (i.e., a write command is a header of data segment, e.g., fig. 12, el. r 
1 40; col. 1 1 , line 60 to col. 1 2, line 20). 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to the Official Notice of claims 5 and 30 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the cancellation of the limitation "a file" of 
claims 5 and 30. 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Denise Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4189. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Thursday, and an alternated 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Sanjiv Shah, can be reached on 571-272-4098. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Denise Tran 



5/1 4/05 



